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Dear Fellow Montanans: 


This past year has again been one of great activity 
for the Highway Patrol and the Department of Justice. 
Under the new organization, substantial changes are 
being made and new programs have been initiated to 
better serve the public. 


The "Report a Drunk Driver" campaign has been imple- 
mented to solicit your support and assistance in 
stopping a continually growing problem - the drinking 
driver. Emphasis is being placed on training and 
management in all aspects of patrol work. 


The reduction in loss of life, limb and property is 
our major objective. Management and training are 
important but we need you, the people, to help us 
rid our highways of death and destruction. Please 
join us in this endeavor by setting a good example 
in your own driving and by reporting "Drunk Drivers!" 


With best wishes, I am 


Sincerely, 


MIKE GREELY 
Attorney Genera 


Digitized by the Internet Archive 
in 2011 with funding from 
Montana State Library 


http://www.archive.org/details/annualr1981 mont 


Honorable Mike Greely 
Attorney General 

The Capitol 

Helena, Montana 59620 


Dear Sir: 


To you and the citizens of Montana, I respectfully 
submit this annual report of accident analysis. 


1981 made great demands upon the Highway Patrol. 
Increase in traffic, drivers, and incidence of the 
drinking driver increased our fatalities to the 
worst figure in several years. 


Statistics show 49.7% of drivers in fatal accidents 
had been drinking. 62.4% of fatalities involved a 
drinking driver. Tougher D.U.I. laws, anti-drinking 
driver programs and stepped up enforcement should 
show a decline in this area for the future. 


Plans for a state-wide communications network are 
underway. This will provide better area radio 
coverage for our officers to be dispatched to ac- 
cident scenes and to respond more readily when a 
citizen reports a drunk driver. Improved training, 
equipment and communications will assist us in pro- 
viding better service to fellow Montanans. 


We wish to express our gratitude for your continuing 
support and confidence in the Highway Patrol, and we 
look forward to the future to do an even better job 
for the public. 


Sincerely yours, 


Colonel R.!W. Landon 
Administrator 
Montana Highway Patrol 
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THE MONTANA HIGHMAY PATROL BADGE: ‘SYMBOLIZES | FAR MORE. THAN AUTHORITY 
TO THE OFFICERS. ‘WHO WEAR ee THE BADGE HAS- SEVEN: POINTS. _ SEVEN 
WAS REGARDED BY THE: GREEKS, EWS, AND ETRUSCANS AS THE NUMBER OF 
PERFECTION. THE HIGH, PATROL, BADGE~LS. A “PERFECT STAR. 


SERCH POINT, OF THE®BADGE“REPRESENTS ONE OF THE/TENETS THAT MAKE 
‘UR THECIDEOLOGY.,OF THE POLICE PROFESSION: CHARACTER, LOYALTY, 
~ KNOWLEDGE, SUBBHENT. COURTESY, HONOR, AND_INTEGRITY: 


Eh, fasite uP | ae i ‘ 
»* « r Uv 
IN THE. CENTER IS THE SEAL OF THE STATE OF MONTANA, THE RISING stn 
ABOVE THE SYMBOLS OF ‘AGRICULTURE, MINING, AND INDUSTRY; ALL OF ‘WHICH 


ARE LINKED BY. THE ROADWAYS~OF. THIS GREAT. STATES” 


THE MoTTO. OF THE MONTANA HIGHWAY PATROL REFLECTS ITS. ATTITUDE Touro 
ums JOB, ANDTHE CITIZENS OF THIS STATE: SERVITUM CUM HUMILITATE » 
SERVING WITH HUMILITY." 


MONTANA “OS 1:9 8:2) 0 °R A EE Cee Opie 


* 338 FATALITIES * ONE FATALITY EVERY 25.9 HOURS 
* 10,460 INJURIES * ONE INJURY EVERY 50 MINUTES 

* 21,310 ACCIDENTS REPORTED * ONE ACCIDENT EVERY 24.6 MINUTES 
* $137 MILLION ECONOMIC LOSS * $401,500 LOSS EVERY DAY 


DAILY TRAFFIC ACCIDENT TOLL 


see 58 accidents 


DEATHS INJURIES 


--.- 29 injured persons 
MORE ACCIDENTS OCCURRED 


--.- between 4 and 5 p.m. 
than any other hour 
of the day 

up 7.1% ++. on Saturday than any 
other day of the week 


--. in December than any 
other month of the 
year 


MOTOR VEH. 
MILES (Est. 


MORE FATAL ACCIDENTS OCCURRED 


ee. between 1:00 and 2:00 a.m. 
than any other hour of 
the day 


--. on Saturday than any 
other day of the week 


+». in August than any other 


DEATH RATE month of the year 


down 0.2% down 2.1% 
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YEARLY ANALYSIS OF ACCIDENT REPORTS 


1 January 1981 — 31 December 1981 
Reportable Accidents: 

($250 damage/death or injury) Drivers Involved: 
Interstate Highway 1,669 Male 21 hie 
U.S. Highway 5,300 Female 9,729 

_ State Highway 6,555 Not Stated il 
County Roads 3,122 
Local Stteets 4,664 Total 31,502 
Total 21,310 Accidents Investigated: 

Deaths Resulting 338 Highway Patrol 10,120 
Injuries (Non-fatat) 10,460 Other Agencies 11,190 
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SUMMARY 
Accidents Fatal Non-fatal Estimated 
Month Reported Accidents Deaths Injuries Economic Loss 
Jan. 1,715 23 32 757 $ 6,811,780 
Feb. 1,671 16 20 628 8,805,160 
Mar. 1,581 16 18 774 9,769,120 
Apr. ihe eile 20 23 661 9,161,900 
May 15699 25 28 927 12,013,620 
June 1,783 24 27 957 12,069 ,120 
July L917 36 4a 14151 16 , 309 ,880 
Aug. 1,855 39 43 1081 15,651,280 
Sept. 1,706 20 21 888 10,565, 260 
Oct. 1,911 26 31 839 12, 338,240 
Nov. 2,058 26 31 850 12, 385,850 
Dec. 2,097 18 20 947 11,157,080 


Total 215310 289 338 10 ,460 137,038,290 
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FATALITIES BY COUNTY BY YEAR 


MONTANA 
COUNTY soos ina ase asin Glo you 24 a aol tlee sc g  c eee 
BEAVERHEAD 3 2 1 1 2 1 2 6 ie) 0 = al 3) 3 3 ie} 4 4 3 2 4 2 6 4 4 
BIG HORN 4 4 10 4 1 5 5 2 1 lo) i 3 6 1 2 2 5 4 7 3 8 11 2 4 2¢ 
BLAINE 2 2 5 2 6 2 3 1 4 ut te) 2 8 3 5 8 9 0 8 4 1 3 2 3 6 
BROADWATER (0) 3 1 3 1 to) 5 4 fo) fo) 2 2 2 3 (0) 2 2 1 (0) (o) 1 4 5 5 6 
CARBON 3 2 2 6 1 3 5 4 3 3 6 6 6 5 3 5 3 8 7 6 3 4 4 2 6 ( 
CARTER () 2 ) () 1 0) () 0) to) () i) 0) it (o) (o) 1 2 0) 0) 1 1 1 ) () to 
CASCADE 18 16 12 9 9, 15 14 9 5 3 7 12 11 19 4 Tee 12 14 13 18 12 13 13 14 10 
CHOU TEAU 2 2 5 10} 2 te) to) 0 1 2 2 2 1 u, 2 1 Z 5 5 4 2 6 2 af Ss 
CUSTER 2 2 2 1 2 1 10 2 at (0) 3 7 2 1 3 6 2 5 4 a 3 5 5 3 7 
DANIELS 0 ie} 2 1 0 ie) 2 1 (0) 1 1 0 al lo} Oo 3 10) 2 10) 1 1: iL fo) 3 1 
DAWSON 2 3 2 1 1 at 1 ie) 3) (0) 1 2 5 2 2 5 1 6 8 4 9 2 5 4 ie} 
DEER LODGE 5 5 5 1 9 2 4 2 4 2 1 8 4 1 ie} 8 8 6 3 6 8 11 4 3 3 
FALLON ie} ie} 0 (0) 1 1 1 ab 1 2 2 2 (0) é ie} (0) 3 1 te) ie} 2 1 2 2 ie} 
FERGUS 5 3) 3 2 to) (0) 4 1 (0) 1 2 3 10 6 3 9 =| 3 4 es) 6 4 2 lt 5 
FLATHEAD 9 4 5 3 6 a 8 2 3 4 2 Ff 7 12 3 2 11 7 18 11 a 9 5 2 14 
GALLATIN 8 8 4 3 8 3 4 3 at 5 3 5 4 4 9 11 7 o) 3 8 4 q 4 7 [bp 
{ 
GARFIELD to) 3 1 ul 0 3 2 te} 10) ie} 1 ie} io} 1 1 ie} ie} ie} 7 2 10} Oo 1 6 i | 
GLACIER 4 2 2 10) 4 1 4 2 7 3 te) 3 4 4 4 6 2 5 7 9 13 14 al 7 a 
GOLDEN VALLEY ie} 0 0 0 ie} ie} ie} 1 0 le} 10) le} 1 1 Tt ie} 10) (0) af 1 2 0 1 i 2 
GRANITE le} 2 7 3 4 3 1 2 10} te) 2 2 al 3 1 4 2 1 3 2 10) 2 ie} 9 elt 
HILL 6 3 2 1 2 ie} 4 2 2 1 1 4 0 2 2 3 6 2 2 4 9 9 6 4 4 
JEFFERSON 1 3 6 4 6 5 3 10) to) 2 4 1 5 ie} 4 1 5 11 7 4 7 3 9 2 8 
JUDITH BASIN 2 2 0 3 10} 2 lo} 2 10) (0) 2 10) 1 4 2 2 iL 2 2 1 1 1 2 4 Phe Be 
LAKE 3 6 5 5 5 8 2 1 0 2 2 te) 5 5 6 1 2 2 7 8 5 10 4 3 4 
LEWIS & CLARK 5 5 6 10 5 1 9 4 3 3 2 10 3 10} i 12 2 8 4 3} ae a 8 3 6 
LIBERTY ie} le} 0 1 1 1 10) ie} 0 2 0 0 1 le} 10} ie} to} (0) 1 0 4 ie} 6 1 2 
LINCOLN 1 il 2 3 3 10) 1 2 3 2 io) S (0) 6 1 2 3 8 9 6 8 6 7 4 3 | 
MADISON 10} a 3 ai (0) 10) 1 1 a 10) 0 2 2 ie} 1 le} ie} 5 2 2 1 3 ie) 1 oes 
McCONE 1 2 (0) 2 1 (0) 2 1 2 1 le} ie) 1 1 ie} le} 1 4 5 2 10) fo} 4 1 2 
MEAGHER {0} 1 (0) (0) i 2 le} 1 ie} 0 0 2 to) 1 ie} 2 4 3 3 1 at (0) 2 ie} 3 } 
MINERAL 10} 3 4 2 3 4 3 4 (0) 1 1 2 3 (0) 10 2 2 5 1 4 4 3 ie) a! 4 
MISSOULA 8 15 ut 6 11 of 11 3 te) 1 8 12 6 4 7 15 3 2) 8 8 17 15. 8 10 ale) 
MUSSELSHELL 5 1 0 1 1 2 2 2 1 4 1 1 te) 2 2 3 2 1 2 SI 10 5 2 4 to) 
PARK 3 4 2 5) 6 2 11 1 3 1 4 2 to) S| 4 2 4 9 3 4 3 6 6 3 6 
PETROLEUM 0 io} ie} 0 2 6 2 2 ie} le} 0 ie) 0 0 1 2 3 ie} ie} ie} le} (0) (0) {e} ie} 
PHILLIPS 6 1 4 3 io} 1 3 1 1 1 4 3 3 3 it 4 4 7 2 4 2 6 5 ie | 
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FATALITIES BY COUNTY BY YEAR 


MONTANA 
COUNTY 1960 1961 1962 1963 1964 1965 1966 1967 1968 1969 1970 1971 1972 1973 1974 1975 1976 1977 1978 1979 1980 1981 TOTAL 
BEAVERHEAD 5 2 3 5 4 Sy 5 5 6 3 3 4 4 6 12 11 6 5 10 6 11 198 
BIG HORN 4 7 ig 15 10 Sy 10 aie ae Ae 19e- 10: 9 #14 5 15 14 3 g 4 Wl, 14) 340 
BLAINE 2 7 5 2 5 3 26 Ut 3 3 3 4 10 3 4 2 Ay (als 4 4 eG SED 
BROADWATER 1 () () 3 () () 2 1 1 () 3 Z| ale) 1 () 2 0 2 4 5 eB OS 
CARBON 2 5 2 3 6 6 4 5 2 3 6 3 3 3 4 () il 5 3 3 5g 39183 
CARTER 2 ) to) 0 ) 2 2 5 1 0) () ) 2 ) 1 () 3 0 0 2 Tigy Oya 32 
CASCADE Hey Yee) OVP Sale iy male unl) aap ly/ Te 236 238 154 15 8 16 20 20 35 19 20 20 17 690 
CHOUTEAU fe) 2 4 3 7 2 1 4 3 5. 7 at 6 ais 1 3 2 2 2 1 3 3 128 
CUSTER Ce he 2 2 5 4 2 3 4 6 2 9) 13 8 8 5 3 3 4 2 2 8 196 
DANIELS fe) fe) 1 fe) fe) 1 1 1 5 2 il (0) fe) 2 2 2 3 0) ) 0 5 1 48 
DAWSON 3 1 2 4 6 2 6 4— 10 5 5 3 9 3 4 1 5 3 1 2 Cie Shy 168 
DEER LODGE 5 8 6 5 6 5 7 6 7 2 5 4 6 5 5 6 4 8 4 4 3 E228 
FALLON Te TORO- Om 0G 1b 2s Of SIE St 24 16 4g OF 1 3 Ly gj gy 2 Lig (287g 
FERGUS 3 5 6 5 6 5 5 1 5 7 3 3 6 6 8 4 3 6 8 Sys es) eek 
FLATHEAD i atey | ata 2138 108 (66 230 Se Ise 198 218 168 258 a36 22 We 7G Gia) 
GALLATIN se Sik ee sk 88 46 TS 1sk 198 134 138 408 10 8 10 10 12 10 tS a 
GARFIELD 1 2 (0) 3 5 3 to) 2 1 a to} 2 3 1 2 1 () 1 1 2 1 1 568 
GLACIER 12 8 8 10 7 5 15 3 98) 13 se a7e Jom 14 9 14 t7e 13? “wah ae 14 9 «358 
GOLDEN VALLEY () 3 2 4 il 0 ) ) 1 4 1 3 3 1 2 ve) 5 0 0 2 o 2 4 
GRANITE 2 1 5 il ) 6 1 6 4 5 6 2 1 2 4 6 0 1 4 3 CE} a5 
HILL 9 6 6 5 6 5 Sy 2 5 4 5 5 9 0) 3 5 5. 12 0 8 6 7 209 
JEFFERSON 4 7 2 2 4 6 4 5 4 6 6 5 9 8 8 4 8 8 9 3 3) 2 *218 
JUDITH BASIN 4 9 i 2 AL (0) 2 9 5 4 1 1 3 1 a 2 aL 0 3 1 1 oe 
LAKE il 4 G7 Al) u/ allo) Cy ahig Balk) 8) le pata) aie 11, Sle 18 9 Sees 11 14 354 
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FATALITIES BY COUNTY BY YEAR 
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MOTOR VEHICLE TRAFFIC ACCIDENT FATALITIES BY AGE 
AND SEX IN MONTANA, 1981 
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FATALITIES BY MONTH 


MONTANA 
Month 19721973. 1974 +1975 1976 1977 1978 1979 1980 1981 Total 
Jan. ‘ 12 15 13 10 12 m2 10 20 13 32 149 ** 
Feb. 20 18 7 14 22. iL? 16 19 19 20 182 
March 18 29 14 12 20 28 11 22 oi 18 193 
April 36 22 2 18 Thi 19 28 19 26 23 214 
May 39 25 21 31 26 20 42 31 31 28 314 
June 49 24 43 33 24 28 28 38 41 27 335 
July 41 37 34 Dy, 43 48 42 34 36 44 386 
Aug. 60 28 43 39 37 44 P27) 28 39 43 388* 
Sept. 31 Sy 25 24 25 18 SH 36 23 72iL 266 
Oct. 33 36 22 37 32 41 13 34 24 sil 303 
Nov. 37 27 25 30 22. 18 16 28 29 31 263 
Dec. 19 30 30 23 26 27 V aS 23 20 228 
TOTALS 395 323 299 298 300 320 271 332 325 338 3,201*** 


* Highest month over 10-year period 
*k 

Lowest month over 10-year period 
KK 


Total persons killed over 10-year period 


FATALITIES AND DRINKING 
1981 


MONTANA 


DRIVERS PASSENGERS PEDESTRIANS BICYCLISTS TOTAL 


Month Killed HBD Killed HBD Killed HBD Killed HBD Killed HBD 


Jan. 18 13 12 4 2 0 0 0 32 V7 
Reb. 9 7 5) 4 6 3 0 0 20 14 
Mar. thi 8 4 4 3 0 0 0 18 12 
Apr. £5 10 5 3 3 2 0 0 23 5 
May 18 Nal 7 5 3 2 0 0 28 18 
June a7, £2 ) i a af 0 0 PA 14 
July 24 7, 16 7 3 3 al iL 44 28 
Aug. 29 2 11 4 3 0 0 0 43 2'5 
Sept. 14 8 2 0 5) 2 0 0 20 10 
Oct. 18 9 LY 5 2 i 0 0 31 5 
Nov. 14 8 14 5 2 0 al 1 3) 14 
Decr 10 4 U 0 3 u) 0 0 20 5 
TOTAL LOW 128 103 42 36 5 2 2 338 187 


HBD - had been drinking (.05% blood alcohol or more) 


65% of drivers killed had been drinking 

41% of passengers killed had been drinking 
42% of pedestrians killed had been drinking 
55% of all persons killed had been drinking 


DECEMBER 


Total for Month: 
Total for Year 
Total for Month 
Total for Year 
Total for Month 
Total for Year 


Total for Mon 
Total for Yea 


% 
< 
a 
oc Aw 
Z on & ml N NN aw 4 rahe orn 
Ulla = Sita) wi) 
ica] N 
4 < 
< z ae re as as 
Oo. a ee z om By By ou 
a Bo ao 4 a i 
£ a 6 0 60 a om ce) 
a 2 => => P => => 
a Q wu WH D wu wou 
> 4 fa Bo 00 a 00 oe) 
I ° & ww WH WwW Rahal 
= ad 
ad ad add 
J oO 0 oO © Oo a9 
=] yy py py ae 
00 ome} He) aa 
ei aa Ae ae 
ra 
[0 
fa 
rN 
NN adc 
oe ae “a 78 
cies oes ae ie 
By ay fe By as 
go eid ga % 4 
23 £5 2s fa 60 
bal fo) an 
wou a 
wou wou wou 
fome) (ole) fome) 12) 
44 ww wu ro) £2 
ad 
ad aed dea 
oO oo iM oO 0 
py py pp 
00 
00 00 ee 00 
ae aa ae 


can cam A tea canis EE pon. aca TO came. cameae, EE co came , anes ER <ng o, c  og  oy ee e e  e n ce o on ce 


Holiday 


Memorial Day 


4 DEATHS 


Independence Day 


8 DEATHS 


Labor Day 


2 DEATHS 


Thanksgiving 


4 DEATHS 


Christmas 


1 DEATH 


New Year's 


4 DEATHS 


1981 HOLIDAY PERIODS 


Number 
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SECTION 


THREE 


TYPE OF ACCIDENT 
(FIRST HARMFUL EVENT) 


NONCOLLISION 


13.8% VV4Z 
Overturning Other Noncollision 


COLLISION INVOLVING: 


1.12 48 .97, 9.17 


19.0% 25h 
Fixed Object Miscellaneous 
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